
 

Lesson Resource: The Nazi Rise to Power 

Information for teachers: this lesson resource draws upon original primary sources from The 

Wiener Holocaust Library’s archive to explore the Nazis’ rise to power.  All sources are courtesy 

of The Wiener Holocaust Library unless otherwise stated and can be reproduced for educational 

purposes only. The Wiener Holocaust Library should be acknowledged in all reproductions.  

The Wiener Holocaust Library is the world’s oldest archive of material on the Nazi era and The 

Holocaust. The Holocaust Explained is Library’s educational website, designed for schools.  

https://www.wienerlibrary.co.uk/      https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/ 

The Wiener Holocaust Library works closely with the University College London Centre for 

Holocaust Education. For more resources, support and guidance on teaching the Holocaust visit 

their website: https://www.holocausteducation.org.uk/teacher-resources/ 

Possible age groups: 14-18 year olds: (England and Wales) KS 4, 5 

Relevant curricula (England and Wales): KS3 History; GCSE History Edexcel: Weimar and Nazi 

Germany 1918-1939; GCSE History OCR: Germany 1925-1955: The People and The State. Edexcel 

A-Level History - Germany and West Germany, 1918–89; OCR History Democracy and 

Dictatorships in Germany 1919–1963; AQA History: Democracy and Nazism: Germany 1918-

1945.  

Prior knowledge assumed: a basic understanding of Weimar Germany, antisemitism, the First 

World War and its aftermath and the Nazi Party.  

Session aims: to use contemporary source material to assess the variety of factors which 

contributed to the Nazis’ rise to power. These resources and activities will challenge the 

misconceptions that a) the Nazis’ rise to power was inevitable, b) the majority of the German 

population supported the Nazis and c) Hitler was the leading factor in their success.  However, 

we do not recommend sharing these aims with students, as this could introduce misconceptions 

that they do not already hold.  

Suggested activities: This lesson resource could be used virtually as a framework for an online 

lesson or printed and used as a guide for an in-person class. We recommend that it is used under 

the guidance of a teacher and not for self-study. Specific tasks/questions about each source can 

be found throughout, and students’ answers to these questions could be discussed and written 

up, or students could also work in small groups on different tasks then feedback or present back 

on their section to the whole group.  

Definitions of words in bold can be found in the glossary at the end of the worksheet.   

Supplementary information for teachers about the sources and wider context can be found at 

the end of this document.   

 

 

 

https://www.wienerlibrary.co.uk/
https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/
https://www.holocausteducation.org.uk/teacher-resources/


The Nazis’ Rise To Power 

The Aftermath of the First World War and the Evolution of the Nazi Party 

In January 1919, shortly after the end of the First World War, Anton Drexler founded the 

German Workers’ Party. The party initially met weekly in a beer hall in Munich and advocated a 

range of extremist ideas, including hostility to the Treaty of Versailles, nationalism, concern 

about the nation’s moral standards and changing culture, and extreme antisemitism. 

On the 24 February 1920, the German Workers’ Party changed its name to the National Socialist 

German Workers’ Party (NSDAP), more commonly referred to as the Nazi Party. 

1) Can you think of one reason that people in Germany might have supported 

extreme ideas, such as those advocated by the newly formed Nazi Party, in the 

aftermath of losing the First World War? 

Adolf Hitler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1919, Adolf Hitler (pictured above) joined the newly formed German Workers’ Party after 

attending one of their meetings. Hitler was a charismatic speaker and he was soon invited to 

join the party committee.  

Hitler was unimpressed by the party’s lack of organisation and he set about transforming the 

group. He became responsible for recruitment and propaganda, and organised large party 

rallies, where he would give speeches. Hitler pushed for an overhaul of the party structure, 

replacing the democratic committee with a single leader who would have ultimate control (a 

dictator). This proposal was rejected. On 11 July 1920, after a disagreement about merging 

with another party, Hitler resigned and left the party. 

Adolf Hitler giving 

a speech at a Nazi 

party meeting.  



Hitler stated he would only return if he was made party chairman, with dictatorial powers. 

Realising the loss of their main speaker could potentially ruin the party, Anton Drexler and the 

committee agreed to Hitler’s demands and Hitler became the party chairman. 

2) Look at the photograph above. What does it tell us about Hitler’s speaking 

abilities? Explain your answer. 

Munich Putsch 

In November 1923, Hitler attempted to overthrow the Weimar Republic by using an armed 

uprising to take control of Germany by force. This event is referred to as the Munich Putsch or 

the Beer Hall Putsch. 

On 8 November, Hitler marched into a beer hall in Munich, where Gustav von Kahr (an 

important ring-wing politician in Bavaria) was giving a speech. Hitler declared his intention to 

take over the government and start a national revolution, and Von Kahr gave his support to 

Hitler at gunpoint. However, as soon as Hitler left to sort out a disagreement between the SA 

and troops, von Kahr withdrew his support and declared the Nazi Party a banned organisation. 

On the following morning, the 9 November 1923, Hitler led a demonstration through the streets 

of Munich, aiming to take control of the war ministry building. Armed police blocked their route, 

and violence broke out on both sides. Fourteen Nazis and four policemen were killed. Hitler was 

arrested two days later on the 11 November 1923.  

3) Examine the below photographs, showing the Nazi forces on 9 November 1923, 

and answer the following questions. 

A) Write down three things you can see in the photograph.  

B) How do the Nazi Party appear in these photographs? Do they look like a legitimate 

political party? Explain your answer.  

 Nazi forces during the Beer Hall Putsch on 9 November 1923. 



 

 

 

 

Reorganisation  

The failure of the Munich Putsch had shown Hitler that the Nazis would struggle to take power 

in Germany by force. Hitler decided to change tactic and instead focused on manipulating the 

German democracy and being elected into power. 

Following his release from prison Hitler unified political divisions in the party and also 

restructured it to make it more efficient. The Nazis also established new groups for different 

professions and sections of society - from children, to doctors, to lawyers. These groups aimed 

to infiltrate already existing social structures, and help the party gain more members and 

supporters. 

4) The photographs below show the Hitler Jugend (Hitler Youth) and the Bund 

Deutscher Madel (The League of German Girls), two of the Nazis’ new youth 

organisations. Look at the photographs and answer the following questions.  

A) Why do you think children might have wanted to join these new youth 

organisations?  

B) In what ways do you think these organisations might have encouraged young 

people to support the Nazi Party? 

C) Why were children an important target group to the Nazis? 

D) For what reason do you think these photographs were taken? 

 

 

Nazi forces during the Beer Hall Putsch on 9 November 

1923. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The SA  

The Nazi Party had a paramilitary organisation called the Sturm Abeilung, more commonly 

known as the SA. Violent and often disorderly, the SA were primarily responsible for the 

protection of leading Nazis and disrupting other political opponents’ meetings. As a result of 

their behaviour, the SA had a bad reputation among the general German public.  

5) Examine the photographs below and answer the following questions.  

 

Photograph showing members of 

Nazi boys’ organisation Hitler 

Jugend (The Hitler Youth) 

marching.  

Photograph showing members of 

the Bund Deutscher Madel (The 

League of German Girls), a Nazi 

organisation for girls, performing 

acrobatics.  



A) What do these images suggest about the methods of the SA towards people 

who did not support them?  

B) Why do you think these photographs were taken? Who could have taken 

them? Explain your answer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The SA became symbols of violence and terror. The Nazi Party used the SA to terrify their 

opposition into subordination, slowly eliminate them entirely, or intimidate people into 

supporting them. 

 

Photographs showing 

the SA’s humiliation 

of Peter Walterscheidt 

in 1933. 

Walterscheidt,who was 

a Social Democratic 

Labor Office Director 

who had been confined 

and mistreated in the 

local prison, before 

being forced to walk 

through the streets of 

Bergisch Gladbach by 

SA officers holding a 

sign which translates 

to ‘I am a bigwig in the 

party membership’. 

 



Propaganda  

Another way in which the Nazis attempted to increase their support was through their use of 

propaganda. Propaganda is biased or misleading information which promotes a specific political 

cause or ideology. The Nazis started advocating ideas tailored to a broad range of different 

people in Germany and their specific problems.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6) This poster is a piece of Nazi propaganda from the 1930s. Examine the poster.  

A) What are the Nazis’ hands offering to the people at the bottom of the poster?  

B) Who do you think the poster was aimed at?  

C) Why might ‘work and bread’ have been an attractive propaganda slogan in 1930s 

Germany?  

 

Joseph Goebbels was in charge of the Nazis’ propaganda. Goebbels used a combination of 

modern media, such as films and radio, and traditional campaigning tools such as posters and 
newspapers to reach as many people as possible. It was through this technique that he began to 

build an image of Hitler as a strong, charismatic and stable leader that Germany needed to 

become a great power again. This image of Hitler became known as ‘The Hitler Myth’.  

A Nazi Party election poster 

produced in the early 1930s using 

the slogan ‘work and bread’.  



 

 

7) A) Look at the book cover above. How do you think Hitler is presented in this 

image? 

B) What do you think the Nazis were trying to achieve by presenting Hitler in this 

way?  

 

 

Circumstances in Germany 

Despite their considerable efforts from 1923 onwards, the Nazi Party received very few votes in 

the election of 1928. This situation, however, quickly changed in the following years after the 

political and economic instability caused by the Wall Street Crash of 1929. 

 

Economic instability 

The Wall Street Crash was an American stock market crash that took place from the 24 October 

to 29 October 1929. As the world’s economies were linked through international business, the 

Wall Street Crash caused a huge international economic depression. As a result of this 

international depression, and the need for money at home, the USA called in their international 

loans. 

Germany was particularly badly affected by the Wall Street Crash because of its dependence on 

American loans from 1924 onwards. As the loans were recalled, the economy in Germany sunk 

The cover of a 1933 Nazi 

propaganda children’s book 

entitled ‘Children, what do you 

know of the leader?’.  



into a particularly deep depression. Investment in business was reduced and as a result, wages 

fell by 39% from 1929 to 1932.  People in full time employment fell from twenty million in 

1929, to just over eleven million in 1933. In the same period, over 10,000 businesses closed 

every year and the amount of people in poverty increased sharply. 

The Depression associated economic failure and a decline in living standards with the Weimar 

democracy.  

8) Look back at the poster next to question six. Why do you think that the worsening 

economic situation might have made the Nazi Party’s ideas more popular?  

 

Political instability and the conservative elite 

Between 1929 and 1933 there were four different chancellors of the Weimar Republic, 

Hermann Müller, Heinrich Brüning, Franz von Papen and Kurt von Schleicher. 

 The worsening economic situation put considerable pressure on each of these chancellors to 

improve the increasing poverty in Germany, but they struggled to make important decisions. 

Many of the chancellors made requests to President Hindenburg to use Article 48 (a part of the 

German constitution which allowed the president to rule by decree in an emergency).  

 

President Hindenburg was a right-wing conservative politician. Hindenburg and the rest of the 

conservative elite (the old ruling class and new business class) were frustrated by the 

continuing political and economic instability, and worried about the rise of communism. 

Paul von Hindenburg was the 

president of the Weimar Republic 

from the 12 May 1925 until his 

death on the 2 August 1934. 



For the conservative elite, the Nazi Party were a preferable alternative to communism. The 

conservative elite felt that the Nazi Party were useful because they held popular support among 

the masses for right-wing politics. If Hitler was elected into power, the conservative elite felt 

that they could use him to destroy the political left, and then replace him with a candidate of 

their choice. After von Schleicher continued to rely on the use of Article 48 to rule, many of the 

conversative elite backed Hitler to be chancellor.  

Hitler was appointed to be chancellor by President Hindenburg in January 1933.  

 

9) A) Why did the conservative elite choose to help the Nazis?  

              B) Why was the support of the conservative elite important to the Nazis?  

 

Electoral success 

In 1930, the Nazi attracted eight times more votes than in 1928, securing 107 seats in the 

Reichstag with 18.7% of the vote. The continuing political instability between 1930 and 1932 

only served to increase the Nazis’ popularity.  

In February 1932 Hitler ran against Hindenburg to become president. Goebbel’s 

propaganda campaign presented Hitler as a new, dynamic and modern leader for Germany. To 

emphasise this point, Hitler flew from venue to venue via aeroplane. Hitler lost the election, 

with 36.8% of the vote to Hindenburg’s 53%.  

 

10) Although Hitler lost the election, the Nazis felt that their campaign had been 

successful. Why might this be the case?  

Shortly after this presidential election, there was another general election in July 1932, where 

the Nazis became the largest party with 230 seats and 37.3% of the vote.  



 

11)  Examine the poster. 

How is Hitler presented? How do 

you think Hitler running in the 

presidential election helped the 

Nazis to increase their popularity 

in the general election?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12)  How did the Nazi Party rise to power by 1933? Give two different reasons, and 

explain your answers.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An election poster from the 1932 

Presidential Elections. This poster 

plays on the German peoples fear 

of poverty and misery, presenting 

Hitler as a strong leader who 

could help Germany to overcome 

poverty. 



 

Glossary 

Aryan - In Nazi terminology, this word was used describe people of North Western European 
descent with 'pure blood'. Typical and desirable physical traits included blonde hair and blue 
eyes. 

Antisemitism - Hostility, prejudice, or discrimination towards Jews. 

Conservative elite – The old German ruling class and new business class. The conservative elite 

were typically right-wing, and supported nationalism and authoritarianism. They did not agree 

with communism or socialism. 

Communism – A system of government based on a classless society in which decisions on what 

to produce and what policies to pursue are made in the interests of the whole of society. People 

who follow this believe that the property and businesses of a country should be owned and 

controlled by everyone with equal weight. The Soviet Union ran on this model between 1917 

and 1991. 

Charismatic – Charming, interesting, or funny, someone who has charisma. 

Democracy – A system in which the people are regularly allowed to freely elect those whom 

they wish to represent them in parliament.  

Dictatorial - A government where one person has absolute power without the input of anyone 

else. Adolf Hitler was the dictator of Germany from 1933-1945. 

Economic Depression - A severe, long-term, downturn in economic activity. 

Gustav von Kahr - A German right wing politician who was State Commissioner of Bavaria from 

September 1923 to February 1924. 

Infiltrate - To gain access to. 

Legitimate - Something which is valid, approved or legally correct. 

Military coup - An illegal and usually violent seizure of power. 

Nationalism - An extreme form of patriotism, to the point of thinking less of other countries. 

Orator – A public speaker, someone who speaks in public.  

Paramilitary - An organisation similar to a military force. 

Propaganda - Information that is used to promote a political cause or point of view. Propaganda 

is often misleading or false. 

The Weimar Republic - The governments in Germany between 1919 and 1933. 

Treaty of Versailles - The peace agreement between the Allied and Central powers that formally 

brought the First World War to an end. Germany was not allowed to be involved in the 

negotiations. In June 1919, the German government representatives were called to the Palace of 

Versailles to either sign the treaty or face the restarting of war. 

Wall Street Crash - A stock market crash that took place from the 24 October to 29 October 

1929. 

 



Teacher information 

Supplementary information 

Additional information and sources on The Weimar Republic, The Nazis Rise to Power and How 

the Nazis Consolidated Power can be found on the Library’s educational website, The Holocaust 

Explained.  

Links to relevant sections of the website have been integrated throughout the text.  

 

Possible answers 

1) Give one reason that people in Germany might have supported extreme ideas, 

such as those advocated by the newly formed Nazi Party, in the aftermath of losing 

the First World War.  

People in Germany were angry and disappointed that, after significant civilian suffering 

throughout, they had lost the war. Many people were looking for someone to blame for this loss, 

and the antisemitic ‘stab in the back myth’, which blamed Jews, was particularly popular. People 

in Germany were also keen to embrace change following the fall of the monarchy. People in 

Germany also felt that the new democratic Weimar Government had betrayed Germany by 

accepting the Treaty of Versailles, which imposed harsh restrictions and forced Germany to 

admit guilt for the war.  

2) Look at the photograph above. What does it tell us about Hitler’s speaking 

abilities? Explain your answer.  

Most of the crowd look transfixed on Hitler and interesting in what he was saying. This suggests 

he was an impressive orator.  

3) Examine the below photographs, showing the Nazi forces on 9 November 1923, 

and answer the following questions. 

A) Write down three things you can see in the photograph.  

Possible answers could include: Men, unforms, military vehicles, guns, crowds. 

B) How do the Nazi Party appear? Do they look like a legitimate political party? 

No, the Nazi Party look like an army or militia more than a legitimate political party.  

4) The below photographs show the Hitler Jugend (Hitler Youth) and the Bund 

Deutscher Madel (The League of German Girls), two of the Nazis’ new youth 

organisations. Look at the photographs and answer the following questions.  

A) Why do you think children might have wanted to join these new youth 

organisations? 

Possible answers: Their friends may have joined, it was an opportunity to do fun activities such 

as camping or hiking, it provided an opportunity to meet new people and go to new places.  

B) In what ways do you think these organisations might have encouraged young 

people to support the Nazi Party? 

By indoctrinating them with Nazi ideology under the guise of fun activities.  

C) Why were children an important target group to the Nazis? 

https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/the-nazi-rise-to-power/the-weimar-republic/
https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/the-nazi-rise-to-power/
https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/the-nazi-rise-to-power/how-did-the-nazi-gain-power/
https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/the-nazi-rise-to-power/how-did-the-nazi-gain-power/
https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/
https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/


The Nazis saw children as the future of Nazi Germany and future supporters of the Nazi party, 

and thus placed particular emphasis on their education and social development.  

D) For what reason do you think these photographs were taken? 

To advertise the youth organisations. 

5)  Examine the photographs below and answer the following questions.  

A) What do these images suggest about the methods of the SA towards people 

who did not support them?  

The SA used aggressive methods towards people who did not support the Nazis, to scare them 

into either voting for the Nazis, or not voting for anyone at all. In this instance, the Nazis used 

public humiliation to embarrass one of their opponents. 

B) Why do you think these photographs were taken? Who could have taken 

them? Explain your answer.  

The photographs could have been taken for a number of reasons. If taken by the SA or a Nazi 

officer, they could have been taken further embarrass Peter Walterscheidt, to create evidence of 

his humiliation.  If taken by a non-Nazi member of the public, they could have been taken to 

create evidence of the Nazis’ brutal methods towards the opposition. They could also have been 

taken by a newspaper, to create a story from the event. 

6) This poster is a piece of Nazi propaganda from the 1930s. Examine the poster.  

A) What are the Nazis’ hands offering to the people at the bottom of the poster?  

Tools to work with. 

B) Who do you think the poster was aimed at?  

Workers in Germany, mostly manual labourers. 

C) Why might ‘work and bread’ have been an attractive propaganda slogan in 

1930s Germany?  

The Nazis’ slogan of ‘work and bread’ would have been particularly attractive in early 1930s 

Germany because of the high unemployment rates and resulting poverty in the country at the 

time. These conditions arose as a result of The Great Depression, a huge international economic 

depression, in which Germany was particularly badly affected, following the Wall Street Crash of 

1929.   

7) A) Look at the book cover above. How do you think Hitler is presented in this 

image? 

In the book cover Hitler is presented as caring and fatherly, gently lifting the little girl.  

B) What do you think the Nazis were trying to achieve by presenting Hitler in this 

way?  

The Nazis were attempting to make Hitler appear approachable and likeable.  

8) Look back at the poster next to question six. Why do you think that the worsening 

economic situation might have made the Nazi Party’s ideas more popular?  



The worsening economic situation resulted in many people losing their jobs, and as such the 

Nazis’ offers of food and work would have become more attractive and more applicable to more 

people.  

9) A) Why did the conservative elite choose to help the Nazis?  

To elect a government with popular support across the ring-wing mass electorate. The 

conservative elite believed that they would be able to control Hitler and the Nazis, and 

then replace them as and when was necessary. 

              B) Why was the support of the conservative elite important to the Nazis? 

Their support was important because they held significant political power, and persuaded 

President Hindenburg to appoint Hitler as chancellor.  

10) Although Hitler lost the election, the Nazis felt that that their campaign had been 

successful. Why might this be the case?  

The Nazis felt it was successful because it gave them considerable marketing opportunities in 

front of the German public where they were able to present Hitler as a legitimate politician, who 

was new, exciting, and dynamic.  

11)  Examine the poster. How is Hitler presented? How do you think Hitler running in 

the presidential election helped the Nazis to increase their popularity in the 

general election? 

Hitler is presented as a strong leader. Hitler running in the presidential election helped to make 

him a more well-known politician across the whole of Germany, and presented him as a serious 

political figure (rather than the person who had tried to carry out a violent political coup to take 

power in Germany seven years earlier). 

 

12) How did the Nazi Party rise to power by 1933? Give two different reasons, and 

explain your answers.   

Students could list any of the reasons in the spreadsheet, including: Hitler, Propaganda, the SA 

and the SS, the reorganisation of the Nazi Party, Economic Circumstances, Political Instability, 

the Support of the Conservative Elite. 


