
 

Lesson Resource: Exploring British Responses to the Nazis’ 
persecution of Jews and the Holocaust 

Information for teachers: this lesson resource draws upon original primary sources from The Wiener 

Holocaust Library’s archive to explore Britain’s response to the Nazis’ prewar persecution of Jews and 

the Holocaust.  All sources are courtesy of The Wiener Holocaust Library unless otherwise stated and 

can be reproduced for educational purposes only. The Wiener Holocaust Library should be 

acknowledged in all reproductions.  

The Wiener Holocaust Library is the world’s oldest archive of material on the Nazi era and The 
Holocaust. The Holocaust Explained is Library’s educational website, designed for schools.  
https://wienerholocaustlibrary.org/ https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/ 

The Wiener Holocaust Library works closely with the University College London Centre for Holocaust 

Education. For more resources, support and guidance on teaching the Holocaust visit their website: 

https://www.holocausteducation.org.uk/teacher-resources/ 

Possible age groups: 14-18 year olds: (England and Wales) KS 4, 5 

Relevant curricula (England and Wales): KS3 History; GCSE History Edexcel: Weimar and Nazi 

Germany 1918-1939; GCSE History OCR: Germany 1925-1955: The People and The State. Edexcel 

A-Level History - Germany and West Germany, 1918–89; OCR History Democracy and Dictatorships 

in Germany 1919–1963; AQA History: Democracy and Nazism: Germany 1918-1945.  

Prior knowledge assumed: a basic understanding of the Nazis’ racial beliefs, antisemitism and their 
policies towards to Jews, an understanding of the key events of the Second World War and the 

Holocaust, such as ghettoisation, establishment of death camps, and the Holocaust in the Soviet Union.  

Session aims: to use contemporary source material to assess the variety of ways in which different 

people and groups in Britain responded to news of Jewish persecution and murder before and during 

the Holocaust, the context which shaped these responses, and how they changed over time. These 

resources and activities will challenge the misconceptions that Britain was a) unaware of Jewish 

persecution and mass murder as it unfolded and b) went to war on behalf of the Jews.  However, we do 

not recommend sharing these aims with students, as this could introduce misconceptions that they do 

not already hold.  

Suggested activities: This lesson resource could be used virtually as a framework for an online lesson 

or printed and used as a guide for an in-person class. We recommend that it is used under the guidance 

of a teacher and not for self-study. Specific tasks/questions about each source can be found throughout. 

Students’ answers to these questions could be discussed and written up, or students could also work in 

small groups on different tasks then feedback or present back on their section to the whole group.  

Definitions of words in bold can be found in the glossary at the end of the worksheet.   

Supplementary information for teachers about the sources and wider context can be found at the end 

of this document.   

 

 

https://wienerholocaustlibrary.org/
https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/
https://www.holocausteducation.org.uk/teacher-resources/


Exploring British Responses to the Nazis’ persecution of Jews and 
the Holocaust  

 

1) Study the photograph (left) and answer the 

following questions: 

 

a) Where do you think this photograph was 

taken?  

b) The man in the photograph is called Ludwig 

Neumann. Who do you think Neumann is? Why 

might he be here?  

 

We will be returning to this picture and the story 

of the man photographed at the end of the 

worksheet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section A) Prewar Persecution 

Nuremberg Laws and Kristallnacht  

2) a) Study the four images and captions below and create a mindmap of the different ways in 

which Jews were targeted by the Nazis between 1933 and 1939. 

 

b) Based on these sources, what do you think the main aim of the Nazis’ policy towards Jews 
was?  

https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/life-in-nazi-occupied-europe/oppression/anti-semitic-laws/
https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/life-in-nazi-occupied-europe/oppression/kristallnacht/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A young boy sweeping up broken glass from a 

Jewish shop window after Kristallnacht, an anti-

Jewish pogrom led by the Nazis in November 

1938. Businesses were destroyed, synagogues 

were set on fire, and over 25,000 Jews were 

arrested and sent to concentration camps, such as 

Buchenwald and Dachau 

A drawing by Gerda Nabe, a young German girl, in her 

school textbook. The drawing represents the 1935 

Nuremberg Laws, which stripped Jews of their German 

citizenship -making them stateless in their own 

country- and banned them from marrying ‘Aryans’.   

(Above) A label (c.1930s) stating ‘do not buy from 
Jews’. This label was likely created to encourage 
Germans to boycott Jewish businesses. 

(Right) The front page of Dr. Malvine Sara Rhoden’s 
passport. In August 1938 all Jews who had supposedly 

‘non-Jewish’ first names were forced to adopt the middle 
name Sara or Israel. In October 1938, a law was passed 

forcing Jews to have the letter J stamped in their 

passports.  



 

3) Look at the leaflet below, produced in Britain in 1938.  

• What action is being planned by the British Jewish community and other organisations 

to help Jews who were being persecuted in the Third Reich? 

• What does this action suggest about the British Jewish response to Kristallnacht? 

Explain your answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ferocity of the Kristallnacht pogrom mobilised support for German and Austrian Jews in Britain 

and inspired schemes to rescue Jews from Nazi persecution such as the Kindertransport and Kitchener 

Camp Programme, which were funded and organised by the British Jewish community.  These 

schemes helped to increase the number of Jews who were able to emigrate and find refuge in Britain 

prior to the Second World War.  

 

‘A Plan To Help The Persecuted’ 
leaflet, produced by the British 

Jewish community and 

organisations in North London 

following Kristallnacht, also 

known as the November Pogrom, 

in November 1938.  

https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/resistance-responses-collaboration/responses/kindertransport/
https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/resistance-responses-collaboration/responses/the-kitchener-camp/
https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/resistance-responses-collaboration/responses/the-kitchener-camp/
https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/resistance-responses-collaboration/responses/emigration/


 

Fascism in Britain  

Although many people in Britain felt sympathy for persecuted Jews in Germany, some supported 

fascism and antisemitism. 

The most notable supporters of these ideas were the British Union of Fascists (BUF) and their leader 

Oswald Mosley. The BUF were a pro-Nazi, fascist, antisemitic political party founded in 1932. At their 

peak in the mid-1930s they had a membership of 40,000 people. By 1936, the party’s popularity had 
declined.   

4) What might the initial popularity of the BUF suggest about the response to Nazism in Britain 

in the early 1930s?    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oswald Mosley, leader of the British 

Union of Fascists, c.1930s. 



Section B) During the Second World War 

Following the outbreak of the Second World War, emigration from the Third Reich became extremely 

difficult for Jews, and their persecution under the Nazis intensified before it became genocidal in 1941. 

During the early years of the Second World War, refugees that had managed to enter the United 

Kingdom before the war broke out were regarded with increasing suspicion by the British authorities 

and the British public. After Nazi Germany’s military successes in the spring and summer of 1940, the 

British public and the British authorities became even more wary of refugees and concerns that 

refugees (now described as ‘enemy aliens’ – people from enemy states living in Britain) could be Nazi 

sympathisers grew. Anti-German reports in the British press increased the concern of the British 

public. 

As a result, immigrants (including Jewish refugees) from Germany, Austria and Italy who had been in 

Britain for less than twenty years were assessed as to the level of risk that they were judged to pose 

to British security: high, medium or low.  

Initially, only those identified as high risk were interned - held in a prison camp -, and medium risk 

‘aliens’ faced restrictions. Jewish refugees were in the main identified as low risk and did not face 
these measures.  

However, at the height of fears about a German invasion of Britain after the attack of France, Belgium 

and the Netherlands in May 1940, a much larger groups of ‘aliens’ were interned, including thousands 
of refugees from Nazism.  

 

The Simon Family  

Bernard Simon (far right) was a German-

Jewish refugee who had emigrated to Britain 

as a child in 1933 with his mother Gerty 

Simon. 

He was interned by the British government 

with his father Bernard Simon (left) in June 

1940.  

Look at the documents relating to Bernard 

Simon’s internment below and answer the 

following questions.  

5) Where was Bernard Simon 

interned? Does this surprise you? If 

so, why? 

6) What do you think conditions were 

like for interned ‘enemy aliens’? 

Give details. 

7) Why do you think the British government took the 

decision to intern Bernard Simon and other Jewish 

refugees?  

Wilhelm (left) and Bernard 

(right) Simon, c. 1939. 

 



8) What does the policy of internment suggest about the attitudes in Britain towards refugees 

in Britain during the war? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Order for the Detention of 
Enemy Alien’ issued to 
Bernard Simon, c. September 

1940.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: Bernard 

Simon’s claim for 
compensation for 

belongings stolen 

or damaged on-

board HMS 

Dunera, the ship 

which transported 

him and other 

internees to 

Australia. The 

Dunera become 

infamous for the 

terrible treatment 

and poor 

conditions Jewish 

refugees 

experienced on 

board.  

Below: An extract 

from Bernard 

Simon’s 
recollections in 

1990 of his 

internment and the 

conditions in the 

Hay Camp in 

Australia in 

1940/1941. 



 

The Holocaust 1941 - 1945 

Following the start of the Second World War, the Nazis’ measures against Jews intensified and they 

began to commit mass murder. 

In mid-1942, information about the mass murders of Jews began to reach Britain. One of the first 

reports of large-scale murders was printed in the Jewish Chronicle newspaper on 19 June 1942.   

The headline of the report stated: 

‘News is filtering through recent ghastly massacres of Jews in Nazi 
Europe. Some eighty-five thousand men, women and children are 

mentioned in the reports to hand’.  
 

Two weeks later, a report by Szmul Zygielbojm was printed in the national newspaper, The Daily 

Telegraph. The report stated that 700,000 Jews had been murdered by gas and specifically named the 

Chełmno death camp. Despite these reports, there was little immediate response or 

acknowledgement from the British government.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9) Why do you think the British government might have been slow to respond to reports of 

mass murders of Jews? 

 

‘Stop Them Now! German Mass 
Murder of Jews in Poland’.  

A pamphlet published by Polish Jewish 

refugee Szmul Zygielbojm in 

September 1942, containing reports of 

the Nazi atrocities against Jews from 

the Polish underground movements 

and eyewitness reports from Polish 

citizens. Zygielbojm hoped to raise 

awareness of the murders and inspire 

action to help save Polish Jews, 

including his family, who were trapped 

in the Warsaw Ghetto. 

https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/how-and-why/how/


The British government first directly addressed the Nazis’ mass killings of Jews in occupied Poland via 

a joint Allied statement, which was read in the House of Commons by the British Foreign Secretary 

Anthony Eden in December 1942. The statement described and condemned the Nazis’ persecution of 
the Jews in Europe, and in the following days it was widely reported in the press.  

However, while the British government undoubtedly recognised the implications of the unfolding 

destruction of the European Jews, in the midst of fighting an ongoing war, it continued to follow a 

strategy that considered winning the war the only and ‘most effective’ way to save Jewish lives. 

 

Individual action 

Many individuals in Britain, such as Szmul Zygielbojm, responded to news of Nazi persecution by 

working tirelessly to raise awareness and sympathy for Jews. One of these individuals was Eleanor 

Rathbone, a Member of Parliament (MP) and prominent campaigner on a variety of social issues. In 

1943, Rathbone published this pamphlet. 

 

Read the extract (below) from Rathbone’s 

pamphlet ‘Rescue The Perishing’ (right). 

10) What does this extract indicate about the 

response in Britain to Rathbone’s efforts?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Rescue The Perishing’ pamphlet, published 
by Eleanor Rathbone in May 1943.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the following years, the sympathy and shock expressed in Britain in response to the reports of the 

Nazis’ mass murders of Jews dwindled, and the campaign to help Jews on a national scale lost 

momentum.  

Within the Anglo-Jewish community, discussion of Palestine – a part of the British empire where it 

was proposed the Jewish homeland would be - and worries about domestic antisemitism within Britain 

meant there was no coordinated, sustained campaign to address the issue.  

 

Extract from the ‘Rescue The Perishing’ 
pamphlet, published by Eleanor Rathbone 

in May 1943.  



 

Can you remember this photograph of Ludwig Neumann, 

shown at the beginning of this worksheet? Look at your 

answer to question one.  

Ludwig Neumann was a German Jewish businessman who 

owned a large clothing factory. Neumann was imprisoned by 

the Nazis in late 1938 in Dachau concentration camp. His 

business had been seized a month before. He came to Britain 

as a refugee in 1939.  

This photograph was taken after he arrived in Britain, when he 

was briefly interned by the British government in an 

internment camp on the Isle of Man in 1940.  

11) What does the case of Ludwig Neumann tell us 

about responses in Britain to the Nazis’ persecution of Jews 
and the Holocaust? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Glossary 

Antisemitism - Hostility, prejudice, or discrimination towards Jews. 

Aryans - In Nazi terminology, this word was used describe people of North Western European 

descent with 'pure blood'. Typical and desirable physical traits included blonde hair and blue eyes. 

Atrocities - Acts or actions of very great cruelty, usually involving physical violence. 

Boycott – to avoid something or to withdraw your custom from a commercial business.  

Chełmno death camp – The first Nazi extermination camp. The camp began operating on the 8 

December 1941. Over 150,000 people were murdered at the camp using a variety of methods. The 

camp was liberated on the 17 January 1945. 

Fascism - An authoritarian and nationalistic right-wing system of government and social 

organisation. 

Fascist - An advocate or follower of an authoritarian and ultra-nationalistic right-wing system of 

government and social organisation. 

Genocidal - Relating to or involving genocide (an act committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in 

part, a national, ethnic, racial or religious group). 

Graphic – vivid or explicit. 

Internment – The process of confining someone or a group of people for political or military reasons, 

Kristallnacht - Kristallnacht, also referred to as the November Pogrom or the Night of Broken Glass, 

was a series of violent antisemitic attacks which took place across Germany on the 9 – 10 November 

1938. From the 10 - 16 November, over 25,000 men were arrested and sent to concentration camps, 

such as Buchenwald and Dachau. A smaller number of women were also arrested. Conditions in the 

camps was horrific and both men and women endured extreme violence. 

Nuremberg Laws – The Nuremberg Laws were two antisemitic laws announced at the Nazi Party 

conference in 1935. The Reich Citizenship Law declared that only ‘Aryans’ were German citizens, and 
as Jews were considered to be non-‘Aryan’, this stripped them of their citizenship. The second law 
was the Law for the Protection of German Blood and Honour, which banned marriage and sexual 

intercourse between Jews and ‘Aryans’ and forbid the employment of ‘Aryan’ women under the age 
of 45 in Jewish households. 

Palestine – A geographic area in western Asia of historic religious significance. Between 1922 and 1947 

the area was under British mandate. In 1947, the territory known as Palestine was split into an Arab 

and Jewish state by the United Nations. It continues to be an area of tension and conflict.  

Pogrom - An organised massacre of a particular ethnic or religious group of people. 

SS – The Schutzstaffel, more commonly known as the SS, were initially a small sub-division of the SA 

responsible for protecting Hitler. After Himmler took over leadership of the SS in 1929, it was 

dramatically expanded and made an organisation in its own right. The SS were the most ideologically 

committed division of the Nazi state. They were in charge of racial policy and were also used as a 

force to terrorise and control people. They became key to the administration and organisation of the 

Holocaust. 



Stateless – Where a person is not recognised as a citizen to any country. 

Third Reich – The term used to describe the German state while it was under the control of the Nazi 

Party, between 1933 and 1945. 

Visas – A document issued on a passport by the authorities of a country to show that the bearer may 

travel to that country. 

Teacher information 

Possible answers 

1) Study the photograph (left) and consider the following questions: 

a) Where do you think this photograph was taken?  

b) The man in the photograph is called Ludwig Neumann. Who do you think Neumann is? 

Why might he be here?  

The photograph shows the German Jewish refugee Ludwig Neumann during his internment by the 

British Government on the Isle of Man c. 1940 as an 'Enemy Alien'. Students will likely assume that 

Ludwig is in a Nazi concentration camp in this photograph (Ludwig was imprisoned in Dachau 

concentration camp in 1938 before he managed to flee from Nazi Germany to Britain). Teachers can 

use this photograph to introduce and discuss the idea that the British response to the Holocaust and 

the Nazis’ pre-war persecution of Jews was not straightforward but complex - and not always 

positive.  

2) a) Study the four images and captions below and create a mindmap of the different ways 

in which Jews were targeted by the Nazis between 1933 and 1939. 

Potential answers could include: financially boycotted, businesses destroyed, subject to pogroms 

and violent attacks, citizenship removed, forced name changes (addition of middle names ‘Sara’ and 
‘Israel’), addition of Jewish ‘J’ stamp to passport.  

b) Based on these sources, what do you think the aims of the Nazis’ policy towards Jews 
was?  

To dehumanise Jews, to ostracise/exclude them from society, and to make them feel unwelcome in 

Germany. 

3) What action is being planned by the Anglo-Jewish community and organisations in North 

London to help Jews who were being persecuted in the Third Reich? What does this action 

suggest about the Anglo-Jewish response to Kristallnacht? 

A protest meeting, with a specific focus on discussing how to help Jewish children (‘save the 
children!’). It suggests that the Anglo-Jewish responses was one of shock and condemnation, which 

led them to actions such as this protest meeting in an attempt to help those stuck in Germany. 

4)  What do you think the initial popularity of Oswald Mosley and the BUF tell us about the 

response to Nazism in Britain in the early 1930s?    

The existence and initial popularity of the British Union of Fascists shows us that fascism was not seen 

by everyone in Britain to be a completely negative idea (as it largely was from the late 1930s onwards) 

– in the early 1930s, a substantial minority actively supported similar ideas to the Nazis and thought 

that Britain would be improved by taking a similar approach to the Third Reich. The existence and 

support of the BUF also demonstrates the presence of a more radical antisemitism in Britain, which 



contrasts the attempts by other sympathetic organisations in Britain at that time to help persecuted 

German Jews. 

5) Where was Simon interned?  

Bernard Simon was interned in Australia. He was transported to Australia on board HMS Dunera, 

which has become notorious for its inhumane conditions and terrible treatment of Jews.  

6) What do you think conditions were like for interned ‘enemy aliens’? 

Difficult, refugees were separated from their families, their movement was controlled, and they 

were often subject to mistreatment. However, while it was almost never a positive experience, the 

experience of those who were interned varied significantly depending on where they were placed. 

7) Why do you think the British government took the decision to intern Bernard Simon?  

Several factors contributed to the decision to intern Bernard Simon: the government took a blanket 

decision and centralised their policy towards refugees, as a refugee, the government suspected that 

Bernard could be a spy (although it is worth pointing out to students that Bernard arrived in Britain 

as a child, and had been in the country for seven years when he was interned), the media in Britain 

had generated pressure on the government to take action on refugees. 

8) What does the policy of internment suggest about the attitudes towards refugees in 

Britain during the war? 

From 1940 onwards, attitudes towards refugees became even more cautious and negative. As 

showed by the BUF article, the war increased feelings of antipathy towards foreigners and refugees 

in Britain, regardless of their own political stance.  

9) Can you think of any reasons why the British government might be slow to respond to 

reports of mass murder? 

There are various possible answers to this question, including: the reliability of reports in wartime, 

the British government not wanting to seem as if they were at war on behalf of the Jews - as this 

may have increased domestic antisemitism -, a lack of practical ideas which would help the Jews, a 

unwillingness to sacrifice material or people to the rescue effort during the Second World War (or, a 

concentration on winning the war). 

10) What does this extract indicate about the response in Britain to Rathbone’s efforts?  

Rathbone’s efforts were met with resistance and anti-foreign feeling remained.  

11) What does the case of Ludwig Neumann (both his escape from Nazi Germany and refuge in 

Britain, and his internment) tell us about responses in Britain to the Nazis’ persecution of 
Jews and the Holocaust? 

This question is intended as a summary – students should identify that although Britain provided as 

place of refuge for Neumann, it also interned him, which were two contrasting events. Thus, at the 

time between 1933 and 1945, there were a variety of responses in Britain which were complex and 

ever shifting – contrary to popular public memory of the event.  

Supplementary information 

Additional information and sources on pre-war persecution, the fascist movement, the 

Kindertransport, the Kitchener camp scheme, and the British response to the Holocaust as it 

https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/resistance-responses-collaboration/responses/british-response/


unfolded and in the aftermath of the war can be found on the Library’s educational website, The 

Holocaust Explained. Links to relevant sections of the website have been integrated throughout the 

text.  

Szmul Zygielbojm:  Szmul Zygielbojm was a Polish Jewish politician who fled to Britain as a refugee in 

1939. His wife and son were unable to emigrate with him and were subsequently imprisoned in the 

Warsaw Ghetto. In Britain, Zygielbojm was one of the first to actively try and raise awareness of the 

Nazi atrocities as they unfolded. In 1943, Zygielbojm learned that the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising had 

been suppressed and all the remaining inhabitants of the ghetto, including his wife and son, had 

been murdered by the Nazis. On 11 May 1943, he took his own life, writing in his suicide note that 

while the Nazis were responsible for the mass murder of the Jews, all humans were indirectly 

response for the lack of action to save them.  

Ludwig Neumann: Ludwig Neumann was a successful German Jewish businessman who owned a 

large clothing factory. Neumann was incarcerated by the Nazis in late 1938 in Dachau concentration 

camp. His business had been seized a month before. He came to Britain as a refugee in 1939. After 

being briefly interned in Britain on the Isle of Man, he worked as an anti-aircraft gunner for the 

British Home Guard during the war. After the war, Ludwig worked in Merseyside as a business 

consultant.  

Wilhelm and Bernard Simon:  

Bernard (Bernd) Simon was born in Berlin in 1921. He was a pupil at Anna Essinger’s school in 
Herrlingen, and moved to England with the school when it relocated to Bunce Court near Faversham 

(England). His mother, Gerty, accompanied Bernard to England. Gerty Simon was a well-known 

photographer in Berlin and was able to re-establish herself in Chelsea in the 1930s.  

Bernard’s father, Wilhelm Meno Simon (1885-1966) was born in Strasbourg where he went to 

school. He studied law and economics at Strasbourg and Munich universities and in 1912 became an 

assistant judge in charge of a department of the Strasbourg district court. After World War One, he 

was appointed to the special commission dealing with export and import licences at the ministry of 

economics in Berlin. When this office was dissolved in 1924, he practised as a lawyer and notary in 

Berlin until he came to Great Britain as a refugee in 1939.  

Both Bernard and Wilhelm were arrested as enemy aliens in June 1940 and sent to the Isle of Man. 

Wilhelm was quickly released but Bernard was sent to Australia on the infamous Dunera where he 

was imprisoned at Hay and Tatura. Bernard was eventually released and able to return to the UK in 

order to take care of his now ageing parents. After the war Bernard forged a career with Time Life 

magazine. 

 

Supplementary exercise 

If you have older or more advanced students, the below sources and questions could be used as 

additional, advanced material to expand this resource and cover the immediate postwar period as 

well.  

Immediate postwar period 

Although reports about the Holocaust had been circulated in Britain since 1942, when the British army 

liberated the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp in April 1945, the British public were shocked at the 

powerful and graphic photographs and reports that emerged. 

https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/
https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/


Look at the book pictured below.  

 

 

1) Who was the book published by? Look at the title. What do you think the aim of 

publishing this book was? 

 

‘Lest We Forget: The Horrors of the 
Nazi Concentration Camps Revealed 

for All Time in the Most Terrible 

Photographs Ever Published’, c.1945.   



 

 

Now consider this article, written by Montague Smith and 

published in The Daily Mail on 10 May 1940, five years 

before they published the book above.  

Read the first paragraph.  The phrase ‘Fifth Column’ refers 
to the idea, popular at the start of the war, that refugees who had fled Nazi Germany for Britain were 

spies for the Third Reich.  

2) How was The Daily Mail’s attitude towards ‘enemy aliens’ (refugees or immigrants, many of 
them Jewish) different in 1940 than in 1945? How might the paper’s attitude have affected 
public opinion towards Jews in Britain throughout the war?  

 

‘Last Warning to Traitors’ by 

Montague Smith, published in The 

Daily Mail on 10 May 1940.  



Answers 

1) Who was the book published by? Look at the title. What do you think the aim of 

publishing this book was? 

The Daily Mail. The title, ‘Lest We Forget’ suggests that the aim of the book was to ensure the Nazis’ 
genocidal actions were remembered. 

 

2)  How is The Daily Mail’s attitude towards ‘enemy aliens’ (refugees or immigrants, many of 
them Jewish) different in 1940? How might this have affected opinion towards them in 

Britain throughout the war? 

In 1940, The Daily Mail contributed to raising fears in Britain that refugees (‘enemy aliens’) were spies 

for Hitler and Nazi Germany, and thus promoted anti-refugee, antisemitic feelings in Britain at that 

time and antipathy towards them throughout the war. In 1945, the book suggests that they were 

sympathetic to those caught up in the Holocaust.  

 

 

 


